
CoverCover

A place where children with autism 
can grow to their potential. 
A place where children with autism 



The Vine School was developed by Erin Hatley and John and Melody Handley in 

March of 2008, to fill the need for an appropriate place to educate children with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders in the Victoria area. Since opening its doors, The Vine School 

has more than tripled its enrollment and expanded its services to provide a myriad of 

programs for children with special needs. 

 HISTORY

Our Mission at The Vine School is to create a customized learning environment and 

specialized teaching methods to serve children ages two through thirteen affected by 

Autism Spectrum Disorders and related Communication Disorders.

We believe in a multi-sensory curriculum that addresses the social and language challenges 

that children with autism encounter. A low student-to-teacher ratio is essential to achieving 

this goal. Our unique approach, combined with our specialized learning environment, 

nurtures our students’ special needs.

The Vine School is an accredited educational institution through Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

Photography provided by Kevin Jordan Photography, 2015.



Erin Hatley is the Executive Director of 

The Vine School. She graduated from the 

University of Texas at Austin with a degree in 

Human Development and Childhood Development with an emphasis in autism and 

developmental disorders. She went on to work in private schools for children with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders in Houston and Austin. In 2006, Erin and her husband moved to 

Victoria where she taught in the Special Education Department in VISD. In 2008, Erin co-

founded The Vine School, a specialized educational and therapeutic setting for children 

affected by Autism Spectrum Disorders and related Communication Disorders. Erin is 

passionate about advocating for and educating families of children with special needs. 

Erin continues to be involved with many non-profit organizations in the Victoria area and 

enjoys spending time with her two young daughters and husband. 

 OUR DIRECTOR

Recognizing the unique needs of our students, The Vine School’s focus is on providing the 

proper learning environment, which includes a low student-to-teacher ratio, a structured 

and quiet environment, positive behavioral support and open communication with parents. 

The Vine School is comprised of three classrooms that fit the needs of children ages two 

through thirteen diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorders and related Communication 

Disorders. All of our students exhibit behavior and learning challenges, which require more 

 PROGRAMS



intense interventions than what can be provided in a public school setting. Throughout The 

Vine School we take special care to provide the students with typical school experiences. 

We take field trips, celebrate holidays and birthdays and follow thematic units. The unique 

environment that we provide at The Vine School “works” for our special students. 

Once a student is enrolled in the appropriate classroom their Lead Teacher assesses their 

development and skill level using the ABLLS (Assessment of Basic Language and Learning 

Skills), the AFLS (Assessment of Functional Living Skills) and classroom observations. The 

results of the assessments guide our staff in developing an individualized “education plan” 

for the student. Each student’s education plan is comprised of goals in the following areas:

•	Pre-Academics

•	Academics—Reading,	Math	
and Spelling Skills

•	Fine	Motor	Skills

•	Gross	Motor	Skills

•	Language	Skills—
Expressive, Receptive, 
Vocalizations, Intraverbals, 
Requesting, Labeling, 
Syntax	and	Grammar

•	Visual	Performance

•	Social	Interaction	Skills/
Behavioral Modifications

•	Self	Help	Skills—Dressing,	
Eating,	Grooming	and	
Toileting Skills

The Early Learners Classroom is typically comprised of students ages two through 

four, with up to five students, a lead teacher and a teacher’s aide. Many times this is the 

student’s first educational experience. The students learn to work in small groups and 

follow simple instructions. The focus in this classroom is language, imitation, interaction 

and self-help skills. 

 EARLY LEARNERS



The Level 2 Classroom is typically comprised of students ages eight through thirteen 

with up to six students, a lead teacher and a teacher’s aide. Level 2 continues to focus 

on development of appropriate and functional language skills. Individual attention is 

given to each student with the goal of helping them meet their academic potential, 

while developing appropriate social behaviors. They work on handwriting skills, reading 

skills and math concepts. Functional living skills and self-help skills are an essential part 

of	this	classroom.	Each	student	works	at	his/her	level	to	build	skills	that	support	their	

independence and quality of life.

 LEVEL 2 CLASSROOM

The Level 1 Classroom is typically comprised of students ages five through seven, 

with up to five students, a lead teacher and a teacher’s aide. Level 1 continues to focus 

on the development of expressive and receptive language skills. Emphasis is placed 

on development of fine motor skills and gross motor skills. Pre-academic skills such 

as number recognition, one-to-one correspondence, sorting, colors, shapes, and basic 

math vocabulary are taught as well. Emphasis is placed on development of appropriate 

peer interactions.

 LEVEL 1 CLASSROOM



The Vine School’s Board of Directors is committed to assessing the minimum tuition 

rates possible each year. The school receives no federal or state funding and relies on 

the generosity of Victoria, Texas and the surrounding communities to help fund a large 

portion of its operating budget not covered by tuition and fees.

Tuition amounts are for a 12 month program (September – August). All payments are made 

through a tuition processing system (FACTS) where parents may choose the payment 

options that best works for them (bi-monthly, monthly, semester, etc.).

 TUITION OUR FUTURE

At The Vine School we understand the importance of providing a “social enterprise” 

program, functional living program and community involvement opportunities for the 

teenagers and young adults that are diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorders. In 

the near future we plan on expanding The Vine School to provide unique services for 

students ages thirteen through eighteen. 
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